
May 10, 2017 

E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
National Labor Re lat ions Board 
1015 Half S t . S E 
Washington, DC 20570 

Appeal of C a s e 18-RD-197717. 

A n o k a i s request ing to have the petit ion re -eva luated and the regional 
determinat ion reve rsed , and to approve our appea l . A l lowing a vote a t the 
A n o k a locat ion only to decert i fy the loca l 638 Union. T h e A n o k a locat ion i s 
not a s k i n g to have a l l the I B T locat ions in our petit ion. Only to a l l ow a vote 
a t A n o k a giving a s m a l l locat ion the right to decert i fy and not be l ocked into 
a Union c o n t r a c t without a n y type of rat ional opportunity to decert i fy . 

A n o k a F i r s t Student Dr ivers & M e c h a n i c s have been a s e p a r a t e I B T L o c a l 
638 Union locat ion in the a r e a s i n c e 1994; w e w e r e L a i d l a w transportat ion 
and la ter purchased by F i r s t Student . T h e locat ion a t that t ime w a s s m a l l 
cons is t ing of 110 to 120 members . We w e r e never permitted by the L o c a l 
638 I B T E x e c u t i v e Board the option to vote to be or not to be a part of a 
nat ional con t rac t cover ing 20,000 members or more. A n o k a w a s only a very 
ins igni f icant number of the tota l permitted to vote on the T e n t a t i v e 
Agreement of the National Contract . 

T h i s i s a n in jus t ice , and a t r a v e s t y of a person 's r ights in a democracy 
inf l icted by the L o c a l 638 I B T E x e c u t i v e board. At that t ime the nat ional 
c o n t r a c t w a s hard -pressed upon the A n o k a members . T h e Anoka locat ion 
w a s never g iven c h o i c e , other than to vote on a tentat ive agreement 
negotiated without representat ion for the A n o k a Locat ion . What c h a n c e did 
A n o k a have a s a part of the 20,000 other d r i ve rs? Most of the 20,000 have 
never been a part of the I B T Union and w e r e only newly unionized. 

T h e T e a m s t e r s Internat ional took it on thei r own to organize a nat ional 
campa ign to unionize a l l of the F i r s t Student dr ivers and m e c h a n i c s a t a l l 
locat ions . F i r s t Student locat ions w e r e not p resented w i t h a person 's God 
given right to Vote and m a k e thei r own dec is ion to not be part of the 
nat ional agreement . T h e ex i s t i ng F i r s t Student A n o k a Union locat ions w e r e 
a l s o not g iven proper representat ion a t the negotiat ions for a National 
Cont ract , another infr ingement of our r ights a s employees and union 
members , 



T h e A n o k a locat ion w a s the only union shop in th is a r e a a s of 1994. We 
w e r e af f i l iated w i t h Misce l laneous Dr ivers , He lpers & Warehousemen's 
Union loca l 638 I B T and w e did not funct ion under any form of nat ional 
con t rac t . 

We w e r e without a nat ional con t rac t from February 1994 to J u n e of 2 0 1 1 . A t 
that point w e w e r e absorbed without being g iven any opportunity to vote on 
being absorbed into a nat ional con t rac t . T h e I B T should have honored the 
members ' r ights to choose on thei r o w n if the nat ional agreement w a s in 
their bes t interest . T h i s right w a s denied to the members by the L o c a l 638 
E x e c u t i v e Board . 

A s the Union S t e w a r d for approximate ly 20 y e a r s a t the Anoka locat ion I 
openly opposed the Nat ional con t rac t for the A n o k a locat ion and the f a c t 
that the A n o k a members w e r e not being g iven any r ights, options or a l lowed 
to vote a t the A n o k a locat ion. My protest on behalf of the members w a s not 
g iven any del iberat ion by then B u s i n e s s Agent Robert Moore, or the 
e x e c u t i v e board a t l oca l 638 or a t the I B T nat ional l eve l , w e w e r e j u s t 
absorbed, wi thout any member being g iven the c h o i c e or the c h a n c e to 
endorse it . 

T h e nat ional c o n t r a c t does not provide the A n o k a members w i t h any 
enhanced language more than w h a t i s ex i s t i ng in the A n o k a cont ract ; in 
f a c t the major i ty of the language in the nat ional c o n t r a c t i s recurr ing or 
v a s t l y inferior to the A n o k a Language. 

T h e nat ional c o n t r a c t does not c o v e r economic i s s u e s that a re to be 
negotiated a t th is loca l l eve l . In addit ion, there i s never any representat ive 
from the I B T nat ional board represent ing the A n o k a members . 

T h e A n o k a locat ion h a s negotiated the c o n t r a c t a t the l oca l leve l s i n c e 
1994. T h i s manner of negotiat ions h a s been pas t p r a c t i c e and the 
procedure s i n c e the estab l i shment of the Union a t A n o k a in 1994. 

A ve ry disturbing incident w a s brought to my attent ion in regard to the 
petit ion to decert i fy . I w a s informed that the sa fe ty director, J e r r y L a d w i g , 
w a s quest ioning dr ivers about if they s igned the petit ion and w h y they did 
s ign . However , the w o r s t of the s i tuat ion w a s a f ter the Union meet ing 
Thursday , May 4th . A f te r the meet ing adjourned there w a s some ta lk about 
i s s u e s . T h i s conversat ion included Union rep resenta t i ves cons is t ing of 
s t e w a r d , J e a n Winstrom, the a l te rnate s t e w a r d , and a commit tee member, 
along w i t h Union 638 B u s i n e s s Agent, S c o t t L e c y and a n addit ional 



B u s i n e s s Agent w h o w e r e in a t tendance during th is a l te rcat ion . T h e 
members conveyed that the S t e w a r d verba l ly a t t a c k e d them w i t h prejudice 
and host i l i ty , demanding to be told if they s igned the petit ion. T h i s verba l 
h a r a s s m e n t from the union s t e w a r d w a s and i s unjust i f iable. T h e s e a r e only 
a couple of reports that w e r e presented to J e r r y Buchholz and me. How 
many other dr ivers or members w e r e h a r a s s e d in the s a m e w a y that did not 
report the inc idents , I cannot s a y . T h e s e a c t i o n s by s o m e company 
personnel and Union representat i ves a r e in part w h y w e a re request ing the 
recons iderat ion of the decer t i f icat ion a t the A n o k a Locat ion . 

T h a n k Y o u , T h a n k Y o u , 

Robert S a b a 
Representa t i ve Pet i t ioner 

C c 
T e r r y Dyks t ra , F i r s t Student , (by E-Mail) 
S c o t t L e c y , I B T L o c a l 638, (by E-Mail) 
J u s t i n D. Cummins , Attorney, (by E-Mail) 


